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Over 400 hundred dermatologists from around 
the world convened at the Seoul Hilton Hote l 
for the II Seou l International Dermatology Sym
posium (SIDS). The highly successful meeting, 
jointly sponsored by the Departments of Derma
tology Yonsei University College of Medicine, 
Seoul , Korea and Jefferson Medicai College of 
Thomas Je ffe rson Un ivers ity, Philadelphia , 
Pennsylvani a, inc luded partic ipan ts from En
g land, France, Jta ly, Malta, S ingapore, and Ja
pan, as well from Korea and the United States. 

Plenary Sessions 
Highlig hts o f the meeting included an opening 
address by Jouni Uitto , Chairman of Dermato
logy at Jefferson, who spoke on molecular ge
netics. He po inted o ut th at recent molecular 
c loning o f cDNA and genomic sequences en
cod in g of cuta neo us membrane s tructura l 
components have g iven a new understanding 
to the interaction and quanti ties fou nd in the 
baseme nt me mbran e. T hi s in formatio n has 
been utilized in the pre-natal di agnosis of epi
dermal bullosa and has afforded the Iuxury of 
appropriate gene ti c counsel ing. 

Yoon-Kee Park, Chairman at Yonsei, discus
sed the circulat ing antibod ies to melanocytes 
found in viti ligo pa tients. These can be stu
died thro ug h indirect immunofluorescence, 
li ve cel i ELISA, and immunoblotting, the for
me r s howing pos iti ve immunofluorescence 

and hi gh optical density o n the melanocytic 
surface . This points towards an immuno logie 
e tiol ogy of vit iligo with sera autoantibodies 
reacting with melanocytic s urface anti gens. 
Psora le n are highl y useful in treatment, but 
the q uest ion a rises as to the most effective 
type: 8-MOP, TMP, or 5-MOP. 

Melasma, according to Young Kauh , Clin ica! 
Director at Jefferson, may respond be tter but 
at leas t as equally well to indi viduai applica
tion of tretino in O. I% and hydroquinone 3%, 
rather than as a combina tion preparation. The 
disease, o nce called chloasma, appears to be 
different in Korean women. 

Epidermo lys is bull osa acqui sita may have a 
h igher in cidence in K oreans than bullou s 
pemphigoid. Chang Woo Lee of Hanyang Uni
versity, Korea found that there may be immu
nogenetic fac tors permitting the development 
of autoantibodi es against type VII col lagen. 
Sadao Imamura, Chairman of Dermatology at 
Kyoto Uni vers ity, Japan pointed out that the 
main an itgenic site is fou nd in the non-colla
genous do ma in of type VII collagen. 

In the symposium on medicai education, Jo
seph Gon ella, Dean of Jefferson, noted that 
med icai education has changed sign ificant ly 
in the last decade due to the decrease in in-pa
tients and the need for securing out-patient fa
c i l ities fo r teaching. The American govern-
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ment is emphasizing primary care; th is has re
sulted in changes to the curriculum. 

Clinica/ dermatology 
John Hawk of St. John 's Institute of Dermato
logy in London lectured o n the changing con
cepts, concerning polymo rphic light eruptio n, 
chronic actin ic dermatitis, ac tinic prurigo, hy
droa vacciniforme, and solar urticaria. Rather 
than be ing idiopathi c d iseases, they may ac
tually be immunomodulated . Thi s concept al
lows a more rational use of PUVA therapy and 
immunosuppressive drugs such as cyclospori 
ne and asothioprine. 

lnfectious diseases also played an important 
pa re of the conference. Lawrence Parish, Di 
rector of the Jefferson Center for International 
Dermatology, presented an a tl as of less com
mon bacterial diseases. Cutaneous diphtheria, 
anthrax, and Ii ste riosis occur in various parts 
o f the world and the diagnosis can be easil y 
missed. Mindy Schu ster of the Divis ion of ln
fectious Diseases of th e Un iversity of Penn 
sylvani a, Philadelphia called attention to the 
" fl esh-eating bacte ria," the invasive Group A 
Streptococci. These g ram posit ive cocci can 
destroy large amounts o f tissue and even cause 
a toxic shock syndro me. Because erythema in
duratum of Bazin is part of the spectrum of di
seases caused by the tubercle bacillus, combi 
nation anti-tuberculous should be used , stateci 
Kwang-Hyun Cho of Seoul National Univer
sity. Microsporum canis, Trichophyton verru
cosum, and T. mentagrophytes are the zoophi
lic dermatophytes found in Ko rea, according 
to Jae Bock Jun of Kyunpook National Uni
versity, Korea. Parish noted that the macrolide 
clarithromycin is usefu l in the treatment not 
only of pyodermas but a lso of leprosy, atypi
cal mycobacterial diseases, and even rosacea, 
which is now thoug ht to be caused by Helico
bacter pylori. 
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Aesthetic dermato/ogy 

In the sympos ium on cos meti cs, J ea n-Pau l 
Marty of Uni versity Paris Sud, France called 
atte ntion to the proble ms in the Euro pean 
Community where there are different safety 
and efficacy requ irements in vario us coun 
tries. He also po inted out that cosmetics or toi
letries when appli ed to the skin may diffuse 
through the barrie r, a lbeit small , and induce a 
biol ogica] e ffect tha t may be benefi c ia i or 
even tox ic. H yun g- Ok Kim , Ca th o l ic 
University Medicai Co llege, Korea, furthered 
thi s concept, sta t ing tha t so me cos me ti cs 
could be call ed topica! drugs, if appropria te 
claims are made and they are often marked at 
cos meceutical. Thi s occurs parti cularly with 
products for aging, wrinkles, and skin repair. 

90% of the skin 's aging is due to sun damage, 
according to Pierfrancesco Morganti , II Uni
versity of Naples, Ita ly. The natural killer celi 
again st me lano ma target cell s is deacti vated 
by both UVA and UVB , so that sunscreens, ef
fective against bo th UVA and UVB , are in
creasingly impo rtant. Micron ized zinc ox ide 
and titanium diox ide may be cons idered the 
new safe sunscreen and betacarotene the more 
acti ve syste mic photoprotecti ve agent. Larry 
Millikan, Chairman o f Dermato logy at Tul ane 
Uni versity, New Orlean s reviewed the vari ous 
filler materiai avai lable, including both bovine 
coll agen and Fibre!. 

Alpha-hydroxyacids have recently emerged as 
the exc iting agent of the l 990 's. Altho ug h 
known for over twenty years, they are now 
being used increasing ly in cosmetic prepara
tio ns and as peel s . They appear to augment 
epi dermal thickness and to increase derm a! 
g lycosaminoglycans, according to Eric Bern
stein of Jefferson. Their uses range from dimi
nishing acne scarring to reducing wrinkles. 



A syrnposiurn on lasers concluded the con
gress. Bernstein discussed pulsed dye lasers 
and ultrapulsed C02 Jasers which can be used 
for treating hernangiornas, skin resurfacing, 
and even hair transplantation. Gary Lask of 
UCLA reported that tin ethyl et io purpurin 
(Snet2), a hernatoporphyrin derivative, can be 
used as a photosensitizer with a laser to treat a 
variety of rnalignancies, including the basai 
celi nevus syndrome. 

Finale 
There was an excell ent socia! prograrn that in
cluded a performance of Korean folk dances. 
There was also opportunity to investigate the 
exciting cu ltura] and shopping act ivities of 
Seoul that now numbers over 12 million resi
dents. We look forward to III Seoul Internatio
nal Derrnatology Symposiurn , pl an ned for 
1998. 
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